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the doctor who ran that same secret government laboratory 
had also arranged the radio debates which discredited the 
soon-to-be-accused assassin of the President?

In my opinion, if this event was intentional sabotage of 
this laboratory, whoever planned it was well aware of Oswald’s 
proximity to the lab, Ochsner’s involvement with Oswald, the 
FBI investigation of the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, 
and to whom the trail of accountability would lead, once the 
public discovered that the government was secretly mutating 
monkey viruses because they had released a polio vaccine 
contaminated with such cancer-causing viruses.

Sabotage of the linear particle accelerator may have been 
a hardball tactic in a big-league game of power. In this bold 
arena, our celebrated concepts of truth and justice give way 
to more fundamental questions like “Who rules?”

Mary Sherman may have been the incidental victim in a 
war between political Titans. Luck was not on her side. If Dr. 
Ochsner had grabbed the circuit breaker, things would have 
been different, at least for Mary Sherman. If such a plan to ex-
pose the secret medical experiments at the Infectious Disease 
Laboratory of the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital in New 
Orleans had worked, American history may have turned out 
differently. 

1  FOIA stands for Freedom of Information Act, a U.S. law which gives citizens access to

government documents. It is used as a verb by researchers to refer to the process of

using the law to request documents from the government. Ultimately, the government

still decides what gets revealed and what does not. Each agency has a FOIA officer who

functions as a censor, deleting words, sentences, and paragraphs for a variety of reasons.

To “redact” is to cross out with a black marker so that the requester cannot read the sec-

tion. A heavily redacted document is one where many things have been blacked out.

An unredacted document is one where the requester has protested the redaction and

the government has agreed to issue a new version of the document with no redactions.

FOIA was originally set up by LBJ in response to the argument that the government did

not have the legal right to keep documents secret. The original law was so restrictive,

critics called it the Freedom From Information Act. There are whole books written about

how the process works.

2  While Harvard’s name is universally respected, it is seldom mentioned in the popular

press in connection to the development of nuclear technology. Instead, the stories re-

count once-secret, but now familiar, events like the Manhattan Project, which developed

the atomic bombs that the U.S. dropped on Japanese cities during World War II. The
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featured names are usually Einstein, Fermi, and Oppenheimer. The featured locations are

usually Chicago and New Mexico. I did not question this perspective until I found a pho-

tograph of a scientist dismantling a particle accelerator for use in the Manhattan Project.

I had not thought about centers of nuclear research that existed before the project. The

caption explained that the accelerator (and the scientists) were about to be shipped

to New Mexico for the super-secret Manhattan Project. The accelerator that they were

dismantling was at Harvard. The point was so simple and so obvious. It was Boston, not

Chicago or New Mexico, that was the actual intellectual headwaters of nuclear research

in the United States. Of course, Boston would have been where the first commercial

linear particle accelerators were built. At least Mr. Y was from the right place.

3  But he did say that Dr. Ochsner was involved.

4  The Children’s Hospital used to be named the Crippled Children’s Hospital. The name

was changed around 1973.

5  The building appears to be two stories from the outside, but the attic was finished, and

functioned as the third floor.

6  Jim DiEugenio and Lisa Pease sent me the FBI file on Mary Sherman. The New Orleans

Police Department had requested the FBI’s help. Asst. Director DeLoach, speaking on

behalf of the Director of the FBI, turned them down, saying it was a local murder and

that it was not within the FBI’s jurisdiction. Agents were ordered not to participate in

any manner other than routinely researching published sources. No FBI interrogation

was allowed. An FBI agent in New Haven was threatened with a reprimand when he

interviewed a doctor about Mary Sherman. Had Mary Sherman’s body not been moved

from the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, the case would have automatically been in

the FBI’s jurisdiction. Did the FBI take this position to preserve the secrecy of this covert

government operation?

7  The idea of Ferrie working under Sherman’s direction in this lab makes a lot more sense

to me than the claim that Sherman worked alongside Ferrie in his lab.

8  11/25/63 was the Monday following the JFK assassination (Friday 11/22/63) and the day

after Oswald had been murdered (Sunday 11/24/63).

9 A.J. Hidell was an alias that Lee Harvey Oswald used during his first month in New

Orleans.

10 Warren Commission, Volume XIX, Exhibit # 2012, memos from the New Orleans FBI of-

fice. Also HSCA, Cadigan 23 & 24.

11  Dr. Edisen said she was given Oswald’s phone number by Jose A. Rivera, M.D., Ph.D., a

Director of NIH’s Institute for Neurological Diseases and Blindness. Subsequent research

proved Dr. Rivera to be Colonel Jose A. Rivera of the U.S. Army’s biowarfare unit and that

he had lived in uptown New Orleans during 1960-61, a fact which he later concealed

from the U.S. Civil Service Commission. Rivera may have been involved in the secret

experiments at the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital.

 Oswald’s 4907 Magazine St. apartment was a small flat usually rented by Tulane or Loyola

students. The phone number given to Edisen belonged to the building’s landlord. Like

the other tenants, the Oswalds borrowed their landlord’s phone and never had a phone

of their own. Dr. Edisen eventually called the phone number and spoke to Oswald him-

self. She was surprised to hear Oswald say that he did not know Dr. Rivera, and cautioned

him: “Well, he sure knows who you are.”


